Cerebral metastasis and other cerebral events in women with ovarian cancer.
To determine the incidence, imaging findings and prognostic significance of cerebral metastases and other cerebral events in women with ovarian cancer. A 5-year retrospective review of all women with ovarian cancer who had cranial imaging was undertaken at two major gynaecological oncology centers. Of 1222 women under clinical review, 78 underwent cranial imaging and 13 (1.1%) had cerebral metastasis. Computed tomography (CT) was diagnostic of parenchymal disease in 12 and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) showed leptomeningeal disease in two. The women were aged between 23 and 73 years and all had stage III or IV disease at presentation. Cerebral metastasis occurred at 6-60 months from initial diagnosis, with death occurring predominantly within 12 months, but with five survivors at 4-45 months. Of the remaining 65 women, 10 had cerebrovascular disease and three had unrelated lesions. Cerebral metastasis remains a rare event in women with ovarian cancer but may be an isolated late event associated with survival beyond a year after neurosurgery and chemotherapy. CT should be the first investigation as the incidence of cerebrovascular disease is similar to that of metastatic disease.